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A message from our 

Head of Chambers 

2020 has been far from a normal year, but there is no doubt that in many respects it has been business as 

usual at I 2KBW. 

Members have thrown themselves into dealing with the remote world that we have all come to know (if 

perhaps not love). 12KBW's barristers have appeared in remote hearings, from the Court of Appeal to small 

claims in the County Courts. Joint settlement meetings and mediations have been conducted by an array of 

remote platforms and technology that, just a year ago, many of us did not know existed. 

So, notwithstanding the global pandemic, it has been an exciting and successful year for I 2KBW. Members 

continue to conduct outstanding work at all levels of court in our various practice areas. This work has been 

recognised by the awards, listings and appointments that have followed this year. 

We are all hoping for a return to something at least resembling normality next year, and will hope to be able 

to engage in some more in-person interaction with our clients and colleagues. In the meantime, we take a look 

back at 2020 in our first 12 King's Bench Walk retrospective. 

We wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy New Year and hope for a brighter 2021. 

Paul Russell QC 
Head of Chambers 



2020 in Court ... 

12KBW appeared in Courts and Tribunals throughout the year remotely or in person. These are 

some of our highlights of a memorable year. 

• January: Martina Murphy represent­
ed the Respondent in the first case to 
appoint a registered intermediary for 
vulnerable witnesses in the Employ­
ment Tribunal. Read more here.

• February: The High Court consid­
ered some tricky dependency issues 
in Witham v Hill with Steven Snowden 
QC and John Paul Swoboda appear­
ing for the successful Claimant. Read 
more here.

• March: Marcus Dignum QC finished 
his career as a junior, before talking 
silk, with a successful appearance in 
the High Court in MacDonald v Burton, 
a case about the recording of med­
ico-legal examinations. Read more 
here.

• April: Andy Roy appeared in the 
Court of Appeal in Ho v Adelekun
(No. 2). He is off to the Supreme 
Court in this important case about 
the application of QOCS when 
setting off costs. Read more here.

• May: Carolyn D'Souza and Andrew
Watson appeared for the Appellant in
the EAT in the long-running Banerjee
v Royal Bank of Canada whistle blowing
dispute.

• June: Harry Steinberg QC and Gem­
ma Scott appeared for the
unsuccessful Claimant in Bannister v

Freemans about what amounts to a 
material contribution in low dose 
mesothelioma cases. Read more 
here. 

• July: Harry Steinberg QC and Kate 
Boakes persuaded the Court of 
Appeal to take the unusual step of 
re-opening an appeal under CPR 
52.30 in Head v Culver Heating. The 
appeal was heard in December and 
judgment is awaited. Read more here.

• September: Joel Kendall appeared 
in the high-profile whistleblowing and 
unfair dismissal case of Heslop v Ox­
ford Said Business School, a case widely 
reported, including in The Times 
here.

• October: The biggest personal injury 
case of the year was, of course, Swift v 
Carpenter in which William Audland 
QC and Richard Viney appeared for 
the Defendant. Read more here.

• November: The Attorney General 
gave its opinion in X v Kuoni. The 
parties now await judgment from the 

CJ EU. William Aud land QC, Nina 
Ross and Achas Burin act for the 
Defendant. Read more here.

• December: Steven Snowden QC 
appeared for more than 1,000 of 
the core participants in the ongoing 
Infected Blood Inquiry. Read more 
here.

https://www.12kbw.co.uk/vulnerable-parties-and-witnesses-in-employment-tribunal-proceeding/
https://www.12kbw.co.uk/sarah-witham-as-executrix-of-the-estate-of-neil-witham-deceased-v-steve-hill-ltd-what-counts-as-a-dependency-under-the-1976-act-and-how-should-you-value-it/
https://www.12kbw.co.uk/success-for-marcus-dignum-on-his-last-day-as-junior-counsel-rory-macdonald-by-his-litigation-friend-lindsay-macdonald-v-simon-burton-2020/
https://www.12kbw.co.uk/court-of-appeal-success-for-andrew-roy-in-important-qocs-case-permission-to-appeal-to-the-supreme-court-granted/
https://asbestos-law-blog.co.uk/2020/06/02/bannister-v-freemans-plc-2020-ewhc-1256-qb-part-1-of-3/
https://www.12kbw.co.uk/appeal-reopened-in-head-v-culver-heating-co/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/said-business-school-accused-of-1m-cut-and-paste-trickery-sgc2hh0lp
https://www.12kbw.co.uk/appeal-handed-down-in-swift-v-carpenter-2020-ewca-civ-1295/
https://internationalandtravellawblog.com/2020/11/19/advocate-general-delivers-opinion-in-x-v-kuoni/
https://www.12kbw.co.uk/infected-blood-public-inquiry-steven-snowden-qc/
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https://www.12kbw.co.uk/webinars/
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